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about friends and foes. They shared the obsession that the
essentially racial doctrine of anti-imperialism was the highest
revolutionary virtue. Given that obsession, they were also
liable to underrate the danger of Fascism, and consequently
land in the wrong camp in the midst of the international civil
war. In brief, the Radicals themselves needed a good deal of
heart searching before they could take up their place in the
Indian political scene as the champions of people's freedom,
and as such avowed enemies of Fascism, in the battle to be
fought eventually on the home front.
A political Study Camp was held in Dehradun at the end of
May 1940 with the object of clarifying revolutionary ideas and
ideals. The discussion lasting for ten days covered the entire field
of revolutionary theory and practice. Preconceived notions were
subjected to a searching criticism. Venerable beliefs were thrown
in the crucible of ruthless realism. Fond hopes were put to
the test of logical possibility. A clear distinction was made
between what should be, and what could be. The fundamental
principles of scientific politics crystallised out of that discussion,
in course of which passion was tempered by reason, emotion
sobered by intelligence, and prejudice dispelled by objective
appreciation of facts.
The Dehradun Camp of 1940 gave the small band of Radi-
cals the courage to swim againt the current. The courage resul-
ted from the conviction that politics must be rational and
scientific if it was to produce positive beneficial results. The
fundamental principles of scientific politics were subsequently
elaborated in the programme of the Radical Democratic Party,,
which was inaugurated at the end of 1940.
Since it was founded under the abnormal circumstances out-
lined above, the Radical Democratic Party has become a force
in the public life of the country. Nevertheless, the country as
a whole could not seize the golden opportunity presented by
the war. As a matter of fact, it moved not towards freedom,
but towards Fascism. The R.D.P. alone endeavoured to pre-
vent the dangerous development, which it foresaw. Why did it
fail ? Why could not a sufficiently powerful mass movement be
organised to resist the growth of Fascism ? There is no doubt
that the R.D.P. programme, as elaborated in the Draft Consti-